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For further information on learning to
drive Truck Smart visit the following sites

or email trucksmart@zerofatalities.com
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Cut Off a Truck, Cut Off Your Life

Although large trucks and buses have larger brakes than cars and passenger trucks, they take a longer time to  

stop because of their extreme weight. A loaded semi truck can weigh 80,000 pounds, while an average car—for 

example a Nissan Altima—weighs 2,945 pounds. In comparison, a Ford cargo van weighs 5,271 pounds, and a  

Dodge Ram 1500 weighs 5,818 pounds.

Total Stopping Distances

Braking distance can be greatly affected by road surfaces, weather conditions such as rain, ice, and snow or debris.  

Give yourself even more room when driving in front of big-rigs.

STOPPING DISTANCES 
FOR SEMIS
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  CARS    TRUCKS   CARS  TRUCKS
Speed Reaction/Braking Distance     Reaction/Braking Distance          Stopping 
Distance  Stopping Distance
40 mph 44’ / 80’ 44’ / 125’ 124’ 169’
55 mph 60’ / 165’ 60’ / 275’ 225’ 335’
65 mph 71’ / 245’ 71’ / 454’ 316’ 525’

124 Feet Total
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